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The Honorable John D. Dingell 

2328 Rayburn House Office Building

Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Ranking Member Dingell:

On behalf of Healthcare Information and Management Systems (HIMSS), we would like to thank you for passing the Ferguson-Towns Amendment and the Towns-Rush-Wynn Amendment to "The Health Information Technology Promotion Act - H.R. 4157." These amendments will positively affect and improve the transformational process within the Healthcare Industry. HIMSS applauds the intent of these amendments to advance the awareness and adoption of health information technology as a transformational agent in healthcare.
HIMSS believes that passing these two amendments are critical to the Healthcare industry because it is improving our initiatives to meet the needs of the underserved populations that lack health information technology. It also is allowing the Secretary of Health and Human Services to use existing funding to assist the underserved areas as well. The grant program that is within the Ferguson-Towns Amendment is vital to the industry because it enables underserved communities the opportunity to adopt technical assistance and other healthcare information technology. The Towns-Rush-Wynn Amendment authorizes the Secretary of Health and Human Services to find and use existing funding for the underserved populations. It also authorizes the Secretary to find other existing resources, especially in the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality and the Health Information Technology Group. 

There is no one solution to this national challenge of improving healthcare quality, while reducing medical errors and medical costs. While the solution to transforming healthcare using information technology is very complex, with amendments such as the Ferguson-Towns and the Towns-Rush- Wynn we are able to slowly close the gaps of bringing health information technology to the individuals that desperately need it.  

Your vision and leadership in this critical field are greatly appreciated.  Again, HIMSS thanks you and looks forward to working with you further in the future. 
Sincerely,

David W. Roberts, MPA, FHIMSS 
Vice President, Government Relations 
HIMSS
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