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What is the purpose of 
Linking Health Information Principles?

“The purpose of the Linking Health 
Information Principles is to objectively 

discuss and evaluate the decisions 
affecting issues.”
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How are Principles Used?
• To guide decision-making or 

governance
• To guide process and application 

design and processes
• To communicate the direction, focus 

and boundaries
• To communicate options on key 

issues/decisions
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Principles Example
The Smith family (of Bensalem, PA) is planning a 
vacation.  There are 4 members in the family and 
everyone has a different idea of what kind of vacation 
the family should take.  To help the family decide, 
they created a set of principles – which they all 
agreed to – to use to evaluate each vacation 
alternative.



5

Smith Family Vacation 
Principles

• Affordable – the vacation must fit the budget
• Fun – everyone must be able to have a good 

time
• Educational – the vacation should provide 

some opportunity to learn something new
• Driving distance – the family must be able to 

drive there in 8 hours or less
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Smith Family Vacation 
Alternatives

• Disney World
• Europe
• Jersey Shore
• Alaska cruise
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Key

• The feature is desirable and feasible.

• The feature is somewhat desirable and 
feasible.

• The feature is not desirable nor feasible.
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Smith Family Vacation 
Alternatives Rating

Principles Disney 
World Europe Jersey 

Shore
Alaska 
cruise

Affordable

Fun
Educational
Driving
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LHI Principles Explained

The next series of slides identifies those 
principles deemed important by the 

Linking Health Information Sub-
Committee in determining the current or 
future state of the principle as placed on 

a continuum.
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Linking Health Information Principles

1. Patient Safety
2. National Unique Identifier
3. Standardization
4. Strategy
5. Consumer Awareness
6. Linking Health Information Focus
7. Health Management
8. Healthcare Cost Reduction 
9. Healthcare Quality
10. Privacy, Security, And Confidentiality
11. Public Health & National Security
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Linking Health Information Principles
1. Patient Safety

What is the role of accurately linking health information in ensuring 
patient safety?

Ensuring patient 
safety is not a 

factor in linking 
health 

information.

Patient safety is an 
important consideration in 
linking health information 

but so is expense and 
technical feasibility.

Today Future

Patient safety is of the 
utmost importance and 
drives the need to link 

health information 
accurately.
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Linking Health Information Principles
2. National Unique Identifier

How important is a national unique identifier to linking health 
information?

A national unique 
identifier is not all 

important to linking 
health information. 

Health information can only 
be successfully linked if a 

national unique identifier is 
in place.

Today

While a national unique 
identifier would be 

helpful, it is unlikely it 
can ever be the sole 
means used to link 
health information.

TodayFuture
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Linking Health Information Principles
3. Standardization

What role does standardization of data content, matching algorithms, 
etc. play in linking health information?

Standards are not a 
factor in linking health 

information.

The greater the level of 
standardization the more 

reliably health information 
can be linked. 

Today Future

Standards would be 
helpful but are a limiting 
factor in linking health 

information.
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Linking Health Information Principles
4. Strategy

What approach should HIMSS take regarding recommendations for a 
strategy to enable linking health information?

HIMSS should not take 
any position on 

strategy.

HIMSS encourages the 
industry to recommend a 

preferred strategy.

Today Future

HIMSS should provide 
information on existing 

strategies by 
assimilating  

information on what is 
available and how it 

works.
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Linking Health Information Principles
5. Consumer Awareness

Is it important the consumers are aware of the advantages, 
disadvantages and challenges of linking health information?

This is all happening 
behind the scenes so 

consumers aren’t 
involved.

Consumers need to be as 
educated as possible of all 

of the ramifications of 
linking health information; 
hopefully they will become 

advocates to accelerate 
adoption.

Today Future

It’s always good to 
have consumers 

involved but they are 
not critical to the 
process of linking 
health information.
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Linking Health Information Principles

6. Linking Health Information Focus

What should be the primary focus of linking health information efforts?

Get the technical 
details worked out and 
leave the rest up to the 

industry.

Create a collaborative 
process that addresses the 

full spectrum of issues –
technical, cultural, 

implementation, etc.

Today Future

Describe an 
implementation 

process but leave the 
technology decisions 

up to the industry.
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Linking Health Information Principles
7. Health Management

What is the role of accurately linking health information in 
managing health and healthcare across the continuum in a non-
episodic manner (e.g., preventive, chronic, acute)?

Health management is 
not effected by linking 

health information.

Effective health 
management is greatly 

enhancement by 
appropriately linked health 

information.

Today Future

Health management is 
only modestly 

improved with linked 
health information.
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Linking Health Information Principles
8. Healthcare Efficiency

What is the role of accurately linked health information in 
improving efficiency and reducing cost in healthcare delivery?

The absence of linked 
health information 

leads to duplicate and 
delayed healthcare 

activities.

Linked health information 
can be a substantial 

contributor to reductions in 
redundancy and delays in 
care, and therefore reduce 

costs and improve 
efficiency.

Today Future

Linked health 
information would be a 

helpful addition to 
support healthcare 
delivery but is not 

essential.
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Linking Health Information Principles
9. Healthcare Quality

What is the role of accurately linked health information in 
improving efficiency and quality in healthcare delivery?

The lack of valid 
information at the point 

of decision in 
healthcare delivery 
adversely affects 

outcomes.

Linked health information 
enhances the quality of 

care by providing a more 
complete and accurate 
picture of the patient’s 

health status and thereby 
supports better outcomes.

Today Future

Linked health 
information would be a 

helpful addition to 
support healthcare 
quality but is not 

essential.
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Linking Health Information Principles
10. Privacy, Security and Confidentiality

What is the role of accurately linked health information in 
ensuring privacy, security and confidentiality of individual 
patient health information?

The lack of linked 
health information puts 

privacy, security and 
confidentiality at risk 

since it is hard to know 
who has access to what 
records and what has 
been accessed in the 

past.

Properly linked health 
information has the 
potential to enhance 
privacy, security and 

confidentiality by 
establishing a patient’s role 

in managing health 
information and supports 
access to that information 

only by valid users.

Today Future

Linked health 
information would be a 

helpful addition to 
support privacy, 

security and 
confidentiality but is 

not essential.
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Linking Health Information Principles
11. Public Health & National Security 

What is the role of accurately linked health information in 
protecting the public health and supporting national security?

The lack of linked 
health information 

impedes the gathering 
and distribution of 

information that 
supports public health 
and national security 

bio-surveillance.

Linked health information 
enables the effective 

monitoring of population 
health status and supports 
the distribution of targeted 
intervention information to 

a specific population.

Today Future

Linked health 
information would be a 

helpful addition to 
support public health 
and national security 
but is not essential.
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Next Steps

• The Linking Health Information Sub-
Committee will apply the “stop-light”
methodology to each of the principles 
based on the responses.

• Once finalized, research will be 
delivered to HIMSS members.



For additional questions, please contact
JoAnn W. Klinedinst, CPHIMS, FHIMSS, PMP

HIMSS Staff Liaison
Linking Health Information Sub-Committee

jklinedinst@himss.org
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