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Four Members Elected to the Board
In an election held from Oct. 

15 through Nov. 15, four 
members were selected to the 

HIMSS Board of Directors. Dana 
Alexander, RN, MSN, MBA, 
FHIMSS; Brian R. Jacobs, MD, 
MS, FHIMSS; Kenneth R. Ong, 
MD, MPH, FACP, FIDSA, 
FHIMSS; and Fred D. Rachman, 
MD, FHIMSS; will serve three-year 
terms beginning in July 2012.

Dana Alexander, RN, MSN, 
MBA, FHIMSS, is vice president 
and chief nursing officer at GE 
Healthcare. Previously, she served 
as a senior consulting executive 
at Cerner Corp., and CEO at 
Springs Center for Women Hospital in Colorado 
Springs, Co. Alexander joined HIMSS in 2005 
and has been actively involved in committees 
around nursing informatics. She has also served 
as a presenter at the HIMSS Annual Conference 
& Exhibition and HIMSS Annual Public Policy 
Summit. “Through my industry experience and 
leadership, I will continue to leverage profes-
sional connections and engagement to impact 
policy, improve quality, outcomes and patient 
safety on behalf of the HIMSS mission and 
members,” she said.

Brian R. Jacobs, MD, MS, FHIMSS, is vice 
president and chief medical information officer 
and professor of pediatrics at Children’s National 
Medical Center in Washington, DC. Dr. Jacobs 
also serves as executive director at the Children’s 
IQ Network® in Washington, DC; the executive 
director at the Center for Pediatric Informatics; 
and an attending physician in the Pediatric ICU 
in Washington, DC. A HIMSS member since 
2002, he has been actively involved in commit-
tees around clinical informatics and the Nicholas 
E. Davies Awards of Excellence. “In this time 
of fundamental and necessary healthcare change, 
HIMSS and its 35,000 members are well posi-
tioned to lead reform efforts through health IT 
and EHR initiatives,” said Dr. Jacobs. 

Kenneth R. Ong, MD, MPH, FACP, FIDSA, 
FHIMSS, is the chief medical informatics offi-
cer at New York Hospital Queens. Previously, 

Dr. Ong served as vice president 
medical informatics at Catholic 
Health Services of Long Island. 
A HIMSS member since 2001, 
Dr. Ong has been actively 
involved in the HIMSS New 
York State Chapter, including 
serving as a past president. He 
is the editor of the book Medical 
Informatics: An Executive Primer, 
first and second editions, pub-
lished by HIMSS. “As a critical 
component of transforming 
healthcare, ARRA/HITECH is 
enabling the widespread adoption 
of EHRs and related technologies 

by physician offices and hospitals across the 
country,” said Dr. Ong. “As a cause based orga-
nization, HIMSS plays an essential role in this 
national journey.”

Fred D. Rachman, MD, FHIMSS, is chief 
executive officer at the Alliance of Chicago 
Community Health Services. Previously, he 
served as the Alliance’s chief medical officer. 
He also currently serves as the co-executive 
director of the Chicago Health Information 
Technology REC. Dr. Rachman joined HIMSS 
in 2006 and has been actively involved in com-
mittees around ambulatory care; he has also 
served as a presenter at the HIMSS Annual 
Conference & Exhibition. “These are exciting 
times where information technology and health-
care are evolving rapidly in the context of a 
clearly defined national vision and goals,” Dr. 
Rachman said. n
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A risk analysis offers healthcare organizations 
a comprehensive tool by which to gain a 

complete understanding of its security profile—
the threat environment, system vulnerabilities 
and overall risk exposure. Risk analysis is also 
a key criterion of the federal government’s EHR 
meaningful use incentive programs. Results 
from the 2011 HIMSS Security Survey, 
supported by MGMA, indicated that three-
quarters of all respondents reported that they 
perform a risk assessment at their organization. 
In the four years that HIMSS has been studying 
the security environments of healthcare organi-
zations, the percent of respondents conducting 
a risk assessment has remained consistent at 

approximately three-quarters of respondents. 
Of concern, as in previous years, are the one-
quarter of responding organizations that do not 
conduct a security risk assessment at all. 

The study suggests that those respondents 
that are conducting a risk assessment are 
taking action based on the results of the risk 
assessment. For example, more than 80 percent 
of respondents used this information to deter-
mine which security controls should be put into 
place. 

The results of the survey were announced at 
last month’s HIMSS Virtual Conference & Expo. 
The full survey results are available at www.
himss.org/2011HIMSSSecuritySurvey. n

Survey Indicates Organizations Conduct Risk Analysis, Implement Corrective Measures

Nominating Committee Members Elected
The following individuals were elected to serve 
a two-year term on the Nominating Committee:
Susan J. Vaughn, MBA, BSN, RN-BC, PMP, 
CPHIMS, FHIMSS
The Indiana Heart Hospital Community Health 
Network
Susan Heichert, BSN, MA, FHIMSS 
Allina Hospitals & Clinics
Terri M. Ripley, MIT, CPHIMS, FHIMSS 
Centra

HIMSS12 Education Agenda Now Available Online
The full agenda for HIMSS12 education, including program descriptions and lists of speakers, is now 
available at www.himssconference.org/education.  HIMSS12 education is organized by 23 different topic 
categories so attendees can easily identify their must-attend sessions. HIMSS12 education is also orga-
nized by type of session, i.e., Pre-Conference, General, Views from the Top, Roundtables and E-Sessions. 
Niche programming includes Pre-conference Symposia and Workshops, Military Health System Sessions 
and Synergy Sessions. The HIMSS12 website also features education details for specialty activities such 
as HIT X.0: Beyond the Edge on Feb. 21-23, Leading from the Future: A HIMSS Thought Leadership Event 
on Connecting Consumers with their Healthcare on Feb. 23-24 and the Summit for Health Information and 
Financial Technology on Feb 21-22. Details on continuing education credit are available online. The confer-
ence is sponsored by educational grants from multiple commercial supporters.
Staying at the Forefront of Healthcare Transformation at CIO Forum,  
Presented by CHIME and HIMSS
The 2012 CIO Forum presented by CHIME and HIMSS on Monday, Feb. 20, offers participants strategies 
for leading in an era of rapid changes in technology, government mandates and operational excellence. 
This premier idea exchange, open to all CHIME members, explores how to prepare organizations to lead 
in an age of extraordinary change through practical solutions, best practices and innovative strategies. 
The event kicks off with an opening evening reception on Sunday, Feb. 19, followed by a day of education 
sessions at the Venetian -Palazzo- Sands Expo Center. Details on the agenda, including speaker and ses-
sion information, are available on the HIMSS12 website.
Don’t Delay—Register and Book Accommodations for HIMSS12
HIMSS12 registration is open at www.himssconference.org. Standard registration rates apply Dec. 6 
through Jan. 23, after Jan. 23, on-site registration rates apply. HIMSS12 attendee registration includes 
entrance to all education sessions and the exhibit hall, the Monday Night Welcome/Opening Reception 
on Monday, Feb. 20, and registration tote bag (while supplies last). In addition to registering for HIMSS12, 
make sure to book your hotel in advance. For the best selection, contact onPeak, HIMSS’ official housing 
and travel bureau, early to book your room. Hotel reservations can be made with onPeak through the 
HIMSS12 website or by calling onPeak at 877.517.3038. The HIMSS12 website features a list of HIMSS12 
hotels and services offered, as well as a map of map of Las Vegas hotels.  
Coming Next Month—HIMSS12 Preview
The January 2012 issue of Healthcare IT News will include a special insert—the HIMSS12 Preview, 
featuring the latest news about HIMSS12. The Preview offers details on the education program, led by 
today’s industry newsmakers, the exhibition of 900-plus companies that will be demonstrating today’s 
top solutions on the HIMSS12 exhibit floor, and the weeklong slate of networking events, as well as full 
coverage of what’s new at HIMSS12. For up-to-the-minute news and announcements about HIMSS12, 
visit www.himssconference.org.

Las Vegas at night

Join the conversation as 
thought leaders, stake-

holders, and health IT profes-
sionals discuss mobile health 
with mHIMSS – HIMSS’ new 
platform dedicated to progress leadership on 
technology, policy, security, and implementation 
surrounding mHealth. Sign up today and you will 
be one of the first to check out the new website. 
You’ll also receive a complimentary e-newsletter. 
Registration is complimentary to active 
individual HIMSS members. By signing up 
for the mHIMSS community, you’ll have access 
to the latest news and developments  on emerg-
ing and best practices; apps; privacy and security; 
infrastructure; policy; finance; standards; health-

care professionals; and consumers. 
mHIMSS is a new initiative of HIMSS 

focused on mobile and wireless tech-
nologies in healthcare. By signing up 
for mHIMSS, you’ll be part of a select 

community of HIMSS members who will benefit 
from collective interaction and engagement as 
you share expertise and experience. mHIMSS will 
embrace education, tools, research, resources 
and communities. It will feature special events, a 
major web presence and more…all with the goal 
of harnessing the power of mobile technologies to 
improve healthcare and control costs. 

To opt-in for mHIMSS, visit the HIMSS Member 
Center at www.himss.org. For more information, 
contact Tim Castallo at tcastallo@himss.org. n

Sign Up for mHIMSS—Your Complete Source of Mobile Health IT Information 

HIMSS12 News Briefs
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SympoSia and pre-ConferenCe WorkShopS are monday –  a day later than usual
exhibitS open on tuesday -  thursday  |   eduCation SeSSionS on  tuesday -  Friday
the sands expo and Convention Center adjaCent to the Venetian and the palazzo hotelS, laS VegaS

hiMss12 – new sChedule!
monday, february 20 – friday, february 24

Linking People, 
Potential and Progress

monday - friday  |  february 20-24, 2012  |  Venetian-palazzo-SandS expo Center

Reach Today’s Critical Mandates. 
Rise to Tomorrow’s Challenges.
this is a dynamic time in health it. 
Your organization is looking at the big picture. Meaningful use and  ICD-10/HIPAA 5010 
‘can’t wait’ compliance deadlines are here today… while the next wave of regulations 
demand your attention sooner….rather than later.  

along with compliance, come new technologies with solutions. 
But the reality is this: they also present new challenges. For example, cloud computing 
and clinical and business intelligence streamline information access...yet compromise 
privacy and compliance. And mobile technology offers unparalleled convenience and 
connectivity…but opens up uncharted territory.

himSS12 can help your big picture challenges.
HIMSS12 can help you reach new goals while maintaining your organization’s 
commitment to unsurpassed quality of care. To bridge the gap between meeting 
requirements and implementing processes, HIMSS12 will feature more knowledge sharing, 
more topic-centric opportunities and more demonstrations and tools than ever before. 

And when we say more…we really mean it!

There has never been a more critical time than NOW to gain the knowledge, 
relationships and product solutions that only HIMSS12 can offer you through:

•  400+ educational opportunities on the hottest topics
•  1100+ exhibits with cutting edge product solutions 
•  Unlimited networking with 30,000+ IT professionals and healthcare executives

HIMSS12…Come with questions and challenges. 
Leave with knowledge and confidence.

Get all the information and register NOW for early bird discounts at 

Keynote Speakers

biz Stone
Co-founder, twitter

farzad moStaShari, md, SCm
national Coordinator for health information 
technology, office of the national Coordinator 
for health it, department of health and human 
Services 

donna brazile
renowned political Strategist and 
Commentator, Vice Chair of Voter registration 
and participation, democratic national 
Committee

dana perino
political Commentator and
former White house press Secretary

dan buettner
founder of blue zones and World 
renowned explorer

tuesday, February 21

thursday, February 23

Friday, February 24

8:00am - 9:30am

8:30am - 9:30am

8:30am - 9:45am

12:30pm - 2:00pm

W W W. h i m S S C o n f e r e n C e . o r g

introducing a Web resource for those new to health it: health it body of Knowledge
The HIMSS Health IT Body of Knowledge 

provides a rich and well organized compi-
lation of content that introduces readers to 
essential definitions, descriptions and discussions 
of key topic areas related to health information 
systems and management.  If you are new to 
healthcare and/or new to health IT, this site will 
provide information on the basics that you need 
to know to become grounded in the field and 
to succeed.  You’ll find this resource useful in 

gaining knowledge about a specific topic relat-
ed to health IT or to gain a more complete 
knowledge of health information systems and 
management.  The Health IT Body of Knowledge 
is focused less on the technical aspects of the 
subject matter and more on the management 
of systems and information.

Content in this complimentary site is com-
prised of articles, tools, and guidelines from 
HIMSS and other authoritative sources.  Each 

document has been reviewed by content experts 
to ensure credibility, accuracy, and completeness. 
Documents that are drawn from non-HIMSS 
sources are included with the express permission 
of the copyright holder. 

Over two dozen topic areas are covered in 
the Health IT Body of Knowledge, from patient-
centered systems and business centered systems, 
to strategy and planning, project management, 
privacy and security, and workforce development. 

The Health IT Body of Knowledge will con-
tinue to be expanded and updated.  New doc-
uments will, for a short time after they are 
introduced, be linked under a “New Item” link 
on the left navigation column so that they are 
easily found by regular visitors to the site.  

The Health IT Body of Knowledge appears 
on the Career Services section of HIMSS’ 
Professional Development site (www.himss.org/
HITBOK). n

diamonds
Abbott laboratories, inc.
www.abbott.com

molina healthcare
www.molinahealthcare.com
gold
Atrilogy solutions group
www.atrilogy.com

explorys
www.explorys.com

forward Advantage, inc.
www.forwardadvantage.com

Kpmg llp (Klynveld, peat, marwick, 
goerdeler)
www.kpmg.com

rcg global service
www.rcggs.com

stasmayer, incorporated
www.stasmayer.com

suse
www.suse.com

vitalWare
www.vitalware.com
To learn more about the benefits of corporate 
membership, visit www.himss.org/membership or contact 
HIMSS Senior Manager of New Account Sales Rebecca 
Washler at bwashler@himss.org or 319-393-3117.

Welcome NEW CORPORATE 
MEMBERS

PUBLICATIONS STAFF

senior mAnAger, publicAtions
Nancy Vitucci

progrAm mAnAger, communicAtions
Cari McLean

Service on a HIMSS Committee is an excel-
lent opportunity for professional develop-

ment, networking, and active engagement.  
On Jan. 2, 2012, HIMSS opens its annual call 
for volunteers willing to serve on committees 
for the 2013-14 fiscal years. Committee par-
ticipation is open to all individual and corpo-
rate HIMSS members who are not serving in 
other leadership positions within the Society 
and have been a HIMSS member for the past 
twelve consecutive months. HIMSS has a 
number of committees seeking new volun-
teers, ranging from settings such as ambula-
tory and enterprise – to topics such as privacy 
& security – to constituencies such as nursing 
informatics. These groups work throughout 
the year delivering tangible resources of direct 
benefit to HIMSS members. A committee 
appointment is also an excellent step toward 
a growing leadership role in HIMSS. The com-
plete application will be available from Jan. 2, 
2012 through March 2, 2012 at www.himss.org. 
For more information, contact Joan Flagg at 
734.477.0862. n

himss Annual call for committee 
Applications opens next month




