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 Fact Sheet

H.R. 2991

Independent Health Record Trust Act of 2007

Call to Action

H.R. 2991 was introduced by U.S. Representative Dennis Moore (D-KS) on July 11, 2007.  The legislation increases the availability of health information and improves the provision of health care by advocating the creation, adoption, and utilization of lifetime electronic health records in independent health record trusts that are used to build a national health information technology infrastructure. The bill also seeks to provide a secure and privacy-protected system in which only those who have the affirmative consent of said individual can view the records. H. R. 2991 was referred to the House Ways and Means Committee. 

Section 2 states the purpose of the Act to be the provision of the establishment of a nationwide health information technology network that meets certain requirements stipulated by this section. 

Section 3 defines key terms such as “electronic health record [EHR]” and “authorized EHR data user” among other terms related to independent health record trust (IHRT) used in the Act. 

Section 4 defines the terms of establishment and certification of an IHRT by the Federal Trade Commission as well as the terms of membership in the IHRT. The section specifically states that membership in an IHRT should not be restricted, especially not based on preexisting health conditions. 

Section 5 establishes the fiduciary duty of an IHRT, also stating the penalties in the case that these duties are breached. 

Section 6 defines the terms of use of and access to an EHR as authorized by the Act and by the patient. The Act allows for use of and access to an EHR for the primary purposes of individual self-care and use by a health care professional. It is stated that the data may be used for secondary purposes such as research or public health reports under the IHRT participant’s authorization.  Furthermore, the section provides for participant authorization of use of EHR data in emergency health care situations. The section further discusses privacy stipulations of an EHR, ensuring that the IHRTs comply with HIPAA regulations. 

Section 7 elaborates upon the voluntary nature of health trust participation and information sharing.

Section 8 states that an IHRT may generate revenue to finance its operations by charging IHRT participants and authorized EHR data users for the use of the trust and for accessing EHRs in the trust, by the sale of information in the trust, and by any other activities authorized by the Federal Trace Commission. According to the stipulations of this section, IHRTs may not charge fees for services specified by the IHRT such as the transmittal of information to and from a health care provider. 

Section 9 establishes an Interagency Steering Committee to coordinate the implementation of this Act. The section also allows for policy recommendations and regulations by the Federal Trade Commission. Further specifics regarding progress in the implementation of the Act are also required to be reported. 

Closing Remarks
HIMSS will continue to monitor this piece of legislation for any changes and movement during the course of the 110th Congress.  Questions on this fact sheet should be addressed to Dave Roberts, FHIMSS, HIMSS Vice President for Government Relations, at 703.837.9811 or via email at droberts@himss.org.

