
The biennial HIMSS Compensation
Survey is the definitive resource for
healthcare information technology
(HIT) professionals to compare
compensation packages. The survey,
conducted by HIMSS (Healthcare
Information and Management
Systems Society), provides overall
statistics for trends in the industry,
while offering demographic
information by facility budget, facility
type, geographic region, gender,
length of service and professional
level. Plus, HIMSS members have
exclusive access to the online salary
calculator and sample job
descriptions at www.himss.org. 
Utilize the 2004 HIMSS Compensation
Survey to find out what your peers are
earning or determine a benchmark to
ensure compensation packages are
attracting and keeping the appropriate
talent.

HIMSS administered this online
survey from March 31 to May 31, 2004.
Invitations were sent to more than
15,000 HIMSS members and other
healthcare information technology
professionals for whom HIMSS had an
e-mail address. Each individual was
invited to pass the invitation along to
others in his or her organization if it
was deemed appropriate to do so.
Additionally, a link to the survey was
placed on the front page of the HIMSS
website, allowing individuals who
visited the HIMSS website to
participate. A total of 1,352 useable
responses were received. 

AVERAGE SALARY INCREASES
Three quarters of respondents indicated that they received a
salary increase in 2003.  The average raise among those
individuals who did receive a raise is 4.76%. This graph identified
the percentage of respondents’ most recent salary increase by
position, gender and organization type.
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What are you, and your staff, really worth in the competitive market? 



Senior Management
Management
Department Head
Staff
Associate Staff

$137,705.42
$84,089.32

$94,097.58
$67,727.78

$48,290.91

Average Salaries by various demographic characteristics

HOW MUCH DID WE EARN 
As of January 1, 2004, the average salary for all respondents was $96,567.97. The median
salary (the middle number in the distribution of salaries) was $85,419.00. Salary
information does not include additional forms of compensation such as bonuses and
commission. 

* Descriptions of the geographic regions identified in this graph are available on the HIMSS website.
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HIMSS Mission 
To lead change in the healthcare
information and management
systems field through knowledge
sharing, advocacy, collaboration,
innovation, and community
affiliations.
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Twenty years or more
Fifteen to nineteen years
Ten to fourteen years
Five to nine years
One to four years
Less than one year

$105,175.53
$103,392.62

$100,506.64
$96,417.70

$95,487.75
$92,522.08
$92,961.16

$91,592.96
$89,855.70

Male
Female

All Respondents

$101,784.62
$101,559.93

$96,264.41
$99,363.30

$94,895.54
$92,650.49

Over $500 million
$100 to $500 million
$50 to $99 million
$30 to $49 million
$10 to $29 million
$5 to $9 million
Under $5 million
Don’t know

$117,121.17
$107,539.89

$90,504.84
$87,601.38

$84,086.09
$88,039.775

$93,819.68
$70,036.76

Consulting Firm
Software/Hardware Firm
Managed Care/Health Insurance
Multi-Hospital System or IDN
Other Healthcare Facility
Stand Alone Hospital
Other
Physician Office

$116,695.99
$103,701.80
$103,634.38

$94,586.82
$94,292.81

$92,173.59
$86,130.10

$74,386.25

New England*
Middle Atlantic*
Pacific*
West South Central*
South Atlantic*
East South Central*
West North Central*
East North Central*
Mountain*

$106,586.72
$83,346.02

$96,567.97


