
Additional Q&A from December 2018 HL7 and HIMSS I&HIE Community Roundtable  

 

1. How would you suggest our HIEs, health systems, payers, etc. get more actively 

involved in these efforts? 

They can engage at HL7 and IHE Meetings and Connectathons.  They can also join the 

FHIR community through chat.fhir.org.   

 

2. Are there plans to standardize the use of interoperable "Abnormal," "Critical" or 

"Unsuspected Abnormality" as flags on imaging results? 

Not at this time. 

 

3. Whom should we reach out to with questions about incorporating standards from 

an international perspective? 

For HL7, you can reach out either to the sponsoring work group for a project or to the 

local country affiliate. You can find contacts for these at www.hl7.org 

For IHE, you can access the web site at www.ihe.net. You will find links to the various 

domain committees and the technical frameworks there.  

 

4. Previous presentations I have attended referenced HIE vs IHE. Are these different 

groups or database algorithms? 

IHE is an organization - Integrating the Healthcare Enterprise. HIE is a type of technical 

solution - a Health Information Exchange - not an organization. The Strategic Health 

Information Exchange Collaborative (SHIEC) is an entity whose members are Health 

Information Exchange organizations. 

 

5. Generally, how are the initiatives approaching/addressing patient privacy and data 

protection? With the increased number of data breaches this may be a growing 

concern. 

Yes, this is a significant ongoing concern. One organization working in this space is the 

Carin Alliance. Also, the IHE IT Infrastructure domain addresses security uses cases for 

interoperability.  

 

6. Who would you envision supporting the clinical and consumer apps that support 

CDS?  Vendors, with subscription based models that the patient would pay for? 

Health Systems who partner with vendors? Both? Others, such as the government 

for Medicare? 

There are multiple business models involving various stakeholders. One group of 

interest is the Da Vinci Initiative, which is using HL7 FHIR to support value-based care. 

 

7. Mention was made of patient and research access to data. What about payers, 

public health, and other stakeholders? 

There are many potential secondary users of health data who may want to access data 

through FHIR APIs. The FHIR Bulk Data Access Implementation Guide is being 

http://www.hl7.org/
http://www.ihe.net/


developed to support many of these activities, and all are engaged in the FHIR 

Community. 

 

8. Are you engaged in any projects with healthcare payers? Any insight into how 

they are solving this needs of accessing patient data? 

Again, this is the focus of the Da Vinci project 

http://www.hl7.org/about/davinci/index.cfm?ref=common  

 

9. Where and when can we be alerted for the 21st century cures act APIs as they 

become available? Is a sync for science API available today? 

ONC has a web page listing which vendors are supporting APIs.  Apple also has posted 

a list supported by Apple Healthkit.  But it’s necessary to ask individual providers what 

capabilities each offers.   

 

10. We have seen one example of Gemini (Cardiac use-case by Chris), are there 

others currently planned? 

The Gemini Steering Committee is evaluating several other options, including one for e -

Immunization and another for Computable Care Guidelines. 

 

11. Is certification or compliance a part of the Gemini scope? 

Not at this time. Both HL7 and IHE participate in these areas to some extent. IHE has a 

conformity assessment program but it does not yet include the Gemini work at this time. 

However, as stated in the webinar, testing will be done at a future time at both the IHE 

and HL7 Connectathons. 

http://www.hl7.org/about/davinci/index.cfm?ref=common

