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CDS Proposed Measures for EHs, CAHs, and EPs 
To meet the CDS objective, EPs, eligible hospitals, and CAHs must satisfy both of the 
following measures: 
 

1) Implement five clinical decision support interventions related to four or more CQMs at a 
relevant point in patient care for the entire EHR reporting period. Absent four CQMs 
related to an EP, eligible hospital, or CAH's scope of practice or patient population, the 
clinical decision support interventions must be related to high-priority health conditions. 

a. There is no exemption for this measure. All EPs, EHs, and CAHs must meet this 
measure to achieve Meaningful Use. 
 

2) The EP, EH, or CAH has enabled and implemented the functionality for drug-drug and 
drug-allergy interaction checks for the entire EHR reporting period. 

 

EP Medication Order Exclusion 
For CDS Measure 2, any EP who writes fewer than 100 medication orders during the 
EHR reporting period. 
 
 
 

Defining Clinical Decision Support for Meaningful Use  
CDS is not intended to replace clinician judgment, but rather, is a tool to assist care 
team members in making timely, informed, and higher quality decisions. CDS 
encompasses a variety of workflow-optimized information tools, which can be presented 
to providers, clinical and support staff, patients, and other caregivers at various points in 
time. CDS should not be viewed as simply an alert, notification, or explicit care 
suggestion. 
 

CMS-3310-P: Meaningful Use Stage 3 
Clinical Decision Support Objectives and Measures for EPs, 
Eligible Hospitals, and Critical Access Hospitals 
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Examples include:  
 

 computerized alerts and reminders for providers and patients 
 information displays or links 
 context-aware knowledge retrieval specifications which provide a standard mechanism to 

incorporate information from online resources (commonly referred to as InfoButtons) 
 clinical guidelines 
 condition-specific order sets 
 focused patient data reports and summaries 
 documentation templates 
 diagnostic support 
 contextually relevant reference information.  

 
These functionalities may be deployed on a variety of platforms (that is, mobile, cloud-based, 
installed).  

 

Aligning CDS with eCQM Reporting 
CMS encourages EPs, EHs, and CAHs to align their five selected CDS interventions 
with their eCQM reporting priorities, including: 

 Preventive care. 
 Chronic condition management. 
 Heart disease and hypertension. 
 Appropriateness of diagnostic orders or procedures such as labs, diagnostic imaging, 

genetic testing, pharmacogenetic and pharmacogenomic test result support or other 
diagnostic testing. 

 Advanced medication-related decision support, to include pharmacogenetic and 
pharmacogenomic test result support. 

 
eCQMs and the associated National Quality Strategy Domain Categories can be found in the 
CMS eCQM Library www.cms.gov/ehrincentiveprograms/ecqmlibrary . 

 

Impact of CDS on Care Quality Reporting 
CMS will not require EPs, EHs, or CAHs to report a change in performance on individual CQMs 
either independently or  in relation to the paired CDS.  

 CMS recommends that EPs, EHs, and CAHs set internal goals for improved performance 
using the CQM, or related set of CQMs, as indicators for their own reference when selecting 
and implementing a CDS intervention. CMS and ONC are committed to harmonizing the 
quality improvement 

 

Continuing Work to Align CDS and Quality Measurement 
ONC Standards and Interoperability Framework is working to develop a shared quality 
improvement data model and technical expression standards for both CDS and quality 
measurement. Such standards may be considered for inclusion in future quality measurement 
requirements 


